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Pharmacy Practice Research Trust calls for  
UK wide research strategy for pharmacy practice research  

 
A UK wide research strategy to support the development of robust evidence to 

inform commissioning and clinical decision making is needed if pharmacy 

services are to be integrated into care pathways says the Pharmacy Practice 

Research Trust (the Trust) in a response to the Government’s white paper on the 

future of pharmacyi.  Research is acknowledged in the white paper as key to the 

future of a world class pharmacy service and the Trust agrees that future 

commissioning decisions will need to be based on sound evidence of improved 

outcomes.  

 

The white paper acknowledges that pharmacy practice research is a relatively 

new area with an insufficient evidence base in terms of patient benefit and value 

for money. “It is disappointing that even with the strong support for research and 

the call for evidence in the white paper, it would appear there’s a significant 

underestimation of the scale of investment in research that’s necessary if 

pharmacy is to successfully take on the new roles identified for it”,  says Marshall 

Davies, Chair of the Trust. 
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Whilst the Trust is recognised as a key contributor in the development of 

evidence and building research capacity further resources for funding a 

substantive body of research are needed in key areas. 

 

One of these areas, research into concordance and adherence to medication, is 

an area where the Trust has invested and the call for further research in this area 

is welcomed, as is the white paper proposal to explore collaborative working 

between the pharmaceutical industry and the profession to promote R&D and 

pharmacovigilance. 

 

“Both the appointment of two clinical leaders for pharmacy and the Chief 

Pharmaceutical Officer’s expert panel who will identify research priorities for 

pharmacy are good news for the profession. However, there is a lack of support 

for profession led research and some concern that research priorities for 

pharmacy may be overlooked in the wider health needs agenda” says Dr Sue 

Ambler, Director of the Trust. 

 

“We have recognised the lack of evidence and are endeavouring to address this 

through our own commissioned research programme” added Dr Ambler.  “The 

Trust recently received an overwhelming response to a call for proposals for a 

grant supporting service evaluation in terms of patient benefit and value for 

money, but many good projects could not be funded due to the level of funding 

we had available. Our response is being sent to key stakeholders to stimulate 

further debate and discussion and hopefully take the first steps towards the 

development of a UK wide pharmacy practice research strategy.” 

 

Ends            

For further media information:  Bonnie Green 
direct tel:  07774 650 391 

     email: bonnie.green@rpsgb.org 
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Notes to editors: 
 

 
1. DH  Pharmacy in England:   Building on strengths – delivering the future.  

April 2008 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicy
AndGuidance/DH_083815 
 
2.  The Trust’s full response is available at:  
 
http://www.pprt.org.uk/Documents/TrustNews/Response_to_the_White_Paper_fo
r_Pharmacy_270608.pdf 
 
 
3.   The Pharmacy Practice Research Trust 
The Pharmacy Practice Research Trust was established by the Royal 
Pharmaceutical Society of GB in July 1999 as an independent research charity 
with a broad objective to promote and develop the field of pharmacy practice 
research.  Its trustees are drawn from senior health policy makers, leading 
academics, industry and retailers. 
 
The Trust has invested over £1.25m in research; 30% supporting capacity 
building in pharmacy practice research and 70% on commissioned research.  An 
annual grant from the Pharmaceutical Trust for Education and Charitable 
Objectives contributes to the funds of the Trust. For further information and to 
access reports of Trust commissioned research go to: www.pprt.org.uk 
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